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man two souls, the one of which clung with delight to low things, while the other soared to the realms of the gods. From the most insipid fun, the wildest pleasure, the most daring ride, the most noisy bustle of the day, he could pass immediately to the deepest, most serious, most refined things that stir our souls.
In keeping with the sturdiness of his nature was his love of simplicity and primitiveness. When he came to the throne the Ducal Palace was a heap of ashes. He calmly allowed fifteen years to pass by before he thought of rebuilding, and contented himself the while with the scantily appointed Ftirstenhaus. Indeed its rooms were often too elegant for him, and he would move out and live for days and weeks in a little wooden cabin (called "Kloster" or "Borkenhauschen") in the park, which nowadays seems fit only for a tool-house for garden implements.
He hated Court restraint and Court manners, and at his own Court he broke the rules of etiquette in every way and as often as he could. Once when he was for several days at the ceremonious Court of Brunswick he suffered downright agony. On that occasion Goethe said: "A fairy could do him no greater service than by transforming this palace into a charcoal-burner's hut." He dressed himself, too, as a plain burgher, with nothing more than a military cap to betray his different rank.
As a faithful son of his mother, as a disciple of Rousseau and Goethe, he wished to be a man, not a prince. Hence the Milanese, in calling him "principe uomo," expressed with pregnant brevity the central feature of his character. Not only did he order his life in accordance with purely human standards, he also applied them to all affairs of state, and in this respect was far in advance of his officials and subjects, who held fast to traditions. A remark which he once made to Knebel is very characteristic: "For the last few days I have been spending my time in reading the transactions of the Consistory since 1762 concerning suggestions for improvements and inspections of the Weimar Gymnasium. That the most human of all human